SEN INFORMATION REPORT 2026-2027

For what kinds of special educational needs is provision made at the school?

The Chandler is a 3-form entry junior school without specialist provision above that of other
mainstream schools. We promote an inclusive approach across our school and warmly welcome
applications for children whom The Chandler is the nearest school. Our current SEND (special
educational needs and disabilities) pupils face a wide range of barriers to their learning, which we
aim to support them in managing, and in some cases overcoming, so they can achieve success
within this stage of their learning journey. The Chandler staff aim to meet the needs of all
children through quality first teaching, and additional, more specialised support, where needs are
identified. We provide a number of learning interventions, that are organised fluidly to meet the
ever changing needs and development of the present cohort.

How does the school know if children need extra help and what should | do if | think my child may
have special educational needs?

If you think your child may have special educational needs, we recommend that firstly you discuss
your concerns with the class teacher. If your child has not yet joined our school, then please
make an appointment with either the Special Needs Coordinator (SENCO) Emily Lack, or the
school’s Home School Link Worker (HSLW) Sarah Dutton. Appointments with any member of our
school staff can be made via the school office. Once this initial discussion has taken place we can
begin to plan a way forward to support your child.
Many children come to us with special educational needs which have already been identified. In
the summer term of the academic year preceding the children’s entry to our school, the SENCOs
of both schools undertake transition meetings together to share details of all special educational
needs. Depending on the size and profile of the incoming cohort, the SENCO, Home School Link
Worker and/or members of the year 3 teaching team may also visit the feeder schools in order to
get a clearer picture of the nature and level of the children’s needs. Where incoming pupils are
known to have significant needs, their parent(s)/carer(s) are also invited to meet with us during
the summer term prior to entry. We recognise that parents have a unique knowledge of their
children and it is our aim to ensure that they are fully involved in the school-based response for
their child. Where children have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), we always welcome
the opportunity to attend their year 2 annual review.
The school is fortunate in having an extensive bank of assessment materials, which can be utilised
by the SEND team to help to further pinpoint children’s areas of need. During their first term at
The Chandler teachers work to build up an accurate picture of each child’s needs, which may or
may not include SEND. This is done by using:

¢ Information provided by pupils’ previous educational settings, including previous assessments

and SEN Support Arrangements (where SEND difficulties have already been identified)
e Information from outside agencies provided by previous educational settings, parents and
direct contact with agencies (with parent’s permission)

e Data from the school’s Year 3 assessments and any additional screening tools

e Information provided by parents

e Ongoing observations of each child

e Child’s voice

How does the school evaluate the effectiveness of its provision for SEND pupils?

Our school has developed comprehensive tracking systems which closely monitor each child’s
progress throughout their time with us. Year teams, supported by the senior leadership team,
make regular assessments of progress for all pupils, which enables them to accurately identify
pupils making less than expected progress given their age and individual circumstances.

The indicators for less than expected progress, outlined in the SEN Code of Practice are if a child’s
progress:




e Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline

e Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress

e Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers

e Widens the attainment gap.

Governors are briefed on pupil progress data and each governor is allocated a specific area of the
curriculum or year group to focus on. Governors are invited to observe in year groups and meet
termly with teachers and leaders.

Children with additional needs are recorded on our Inclusion Register alongside their assessment
data and other relevant information. These children are then monitored by the SENCo to ensure
that any additional provision is enabling them to progress. The effectiveness of interventions is
assessed termly, both by the year teams and SENCO. In assessing the effectiveness of each
intervention, consideration is given to (a) its impact on pupil progress, and (b) whether the
outcomes of the intervention justify the time and money used to provide it. This means the
interventions provided are subject to change, evolving to meet the current needs of the individual
children. Should a large number of children be identified as not achieving age expected progress
in a certain area, this would identify a whole school training need.

What are the school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of pupils with
special educational needs?

The school utilises the Assess, Plan, Do Review approach when supporting the individual needs of
the SEND children. This enables us to identify if additional support is having an impact, or if
further actions need to be taken.

As part of the school’s data analysis, SEN children are tracked as a separate pupil group and their
progress and attainment compared with their non-SEN peers. They are also compared to other
SEN children nationally to evaluate the school’s performance in this area. Children who are
making smaller steps of progress than their peers, and are working out of year, will have these
steps tracked as individual targets, to ensure they are moving forward. Outcomes for SEN children
may not always be focused on a child’s attainment; they may focus on social or emotional
development. The school has a wide range of assessment materials to track and monitor learning
needs, next steps, and where additional provision is required. We also utilise the services
provided by Surrey County Council Special Educational Needs Support Team, and support parents
in gaining assessments from medical professionals where appropriate. The school is unable to
provide a diagnosis of a Specific Learning Difficulty, or to fund another agency to do this.

What is the school’s approach to teaching pupils with special educational needs?

As a school we are committed to ensuring the best possible provision for all of our children. We
have high expectations for all our learners to achieve their own personal best during their time at
The Chandler, and to leave us with the skills needed to continue this success. Staff are skilled at
identifying barriers to learning and responding with appropriate support. The nature of that
support varies according to each child’s needs. Teachers are trained to minimise barriers to
learning through additional resources, specific teaching methods, and up to date knowledge on
how to support different areas of need. This may involve differentiating tasks, providing
alternative means of recording, changing where a child sits, pre-warning children of changes, pre-
teaching vocabulary, the list is endless. We are committed to ensuring equal access to high quality
teaching for all pupils. Alongside this we have a dedicated team of learning support assistants
(LSAs) who support all pupils, not just those with SEND. In order to support our inclusive approach
risk assessments of the school and outside space are made by the Health and Safety Governors on
a termly basis; this includes individual assessments and proactive plans for our high need children
where necessary. All clubs and trips are available to all children and are risk assessed to ensure
safety and enjoyment.




How does the school adapt the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with special
educational needs?

Our school is committed to making reasonable adjustments to ensure that a wide range of special
educational needs can be met. During weekly planning meetings teachers identify potential
challenges to the learners with SEN and modify tasks accordingly. It is expected that every child is
provided with an appropriate level of support and challenge. Learning objectives are matched to
the pupils needs and differentiated to make them accessible. Differentiation takes on many forms,
for example it may be a different way of recording the work, a more kinaesthetic approach to the
task, or a focus on one specific skill within the task; it does not represent a lower expectation of
outcome. Pupils have targets for literacy and maths as well as personal targets. All the teachers
and support staff are clear on expectations, ensuring high quality inclusive teaching. Where pupils
have been assessed by outside agencies, such as Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational
Therapy etc., teachers take care to ensure that the recommendations made by these practitioners
are taken into consideration. At The Chandler pupil voice is a key. We develop our approach
based around what the child feels comfortable with, then we build on this, ensuring they feel
happy in the environment and therefore ready to learn.

What additional support for learning is available to pupils with special educational needs?

The school provides for additional needs in a variety of ways. There are four broad strands of
action:

1. Curriculum and teaching methods

2. Grouping for teaching purposes

3. Assessment, planning and review

4. Additional human resources

Our aim is to teach our children the skills they need to enable them to access learning as
independently as possible. As children go through the school we introduce resources and
strategies to enable them to manage their needs, firstly supported by additional adult help, then
working towards independence; to prepare them for their future. Additional adult support is
available, and is focused on helping children to manage activities and areas of the day that are not
otherwise accessible. Focus groups and interventions are used to help children develop skills that
they can then bring back into the classroom. Decisions regarding the most appropriate provision
for a child with SEND are made collaboratively with the child, parents teacher and SENCo, and
where appropriate outside agencies. Progress from interventions is monitored and recorded.

SEN support Arrangements are used to set small achievable targets that help the child progress in
their specific areas of difficulty. Fact Files contain key information about how the child wishes to
be supported from their perspective. Where a child’s needs cannot be met with then the allocated
SEN Support Arrangements resources, an Education Health and Care Plan application would be
considered.

What activities are available for pupils with special educational needs in addition to those
available in accordance with the curriculum?

As an inclusive school, it is our intention and hope that all of our pupils with special educational
needs have full access to the academic and wider curriculum of the school. This includes before
and after school clubs, participation in trips, participation in sports competitions etc. Where there
may be concerns regarding, for example, a child’s medical limitations, school will liaise closely
with parents to try to find a way to enable participation. The school undertakes a range of
activities within the day to support the recommendations from external professionals and to meet
the needs of individuals. We provide a range of support around break and lunchtimes to meet the
needs of our children who find the social interaction and busier times of day a challenge. We
adapt to the needs of the individual child to ensure that they are happy and ready to learn, and
therefore able to access the curriculum. We offer pastoral support within school for our more




vulnerable learners and we have a Home School link worker, Sarah Dutton, who offers support to
families when needed.

What support is available for improving the emotional and social development of pupils with
special educational needs?

As a school we fully recognise that a child’s emotional and social needs are as important as their
academic ones, and can become a barrier to learning. The school have a children’s mental health
lead who supports any child who may be having short term or ongoing mental health difficulties.
We benefit from the expertise the school’s Home School Link Worker, Sarah Dutton, who has
worked in local community with a number of local schools for many years. She is highly skilled in
helping to identify, and provide for, children with emotional, social and mental health difficulties,
as well as pupils on the autism spectrum. Sarah Dutton works with a number of childrenona 1:1
basis as and when they need it, and provides significant support to parents and our young careers.
All our pupils are encouraged to talk to members of staff should the need arise. We have a
qualified ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) who works with individuals to help them
work through challenges they may be facing, and have staff trained to provide pastoral support on
a one to one basis and as part of social skills group work. We also work closely with Surrey
Mindworks to access additional support for children and families when needed.

The school has high expectations of behaviour and rigorous systems to manage this, which are
outlined in our behaviour policy. This details the rewards and sanctions that all members of staff
use to ensure a good attitude to behaviour and learning across the school. All children participate
in wellbeing lessons, which aim to develop them socially and emotionally. We also use Philosophy
for Children (P for C) to promote our values and explore the different challenges that people may
face. Our office team manage the administration of medicines and provision of personal care
with respect and discretion. Children may have personal care plans agreed with parents to ensure
needs are met with dignity and the child is comfortable with arrangements. Relevant staff are
trained to support any medical needs and we have a medical policy in place. Attendance is
excellent and non-attendance is rigorously pursued.

Who is the school’s SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) and how can | contact them?

The school’s SENCO is Mrs Emily Lack, who is a member of the schools’ senior leadership team
(SLT). She can be contacted through the school office:

e Telephone: 01428 683071

e Email: senco@chandlerjunior.school

Emily Lack has day-to-day responsibility for overseeing the operation of the SEN policy and
coordinates the provision in place to support individual pupils with SEN.

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

The school is well supported by the local authority service, and has a nominated SEN case worker.
When a child experiences significant difficulties at school, with parental permission, they can be
referred for assessment/advice to Surrey’s school support services:

e Surrey’s Specialist Teachers for Inclusive Practice (STIPs)

e Autism Outreach Services

e Physical and Sensory Support

e Speech and Language Therapy

e Mindworks (CAMHS)

e Surrey Virtual Schools

Different services require different routes to referrals. These can be discussed with the SENCo or
Home School Link Worker. It should be noted, however, that each of these agencies operates its
own threshold criteria so the school does not have control over whether an agency will accept a
child onto their caseload. Due to an extremely high demand of these services, some parents
chooses to seek out assessments from private practitioners.




What training have the staff supporting SEND had or what training are they having?

At The Chandler continued professional development is encouraged and planned for across the
staff. Staff new to the school receive training and support to ensure they have the confidence and
skills needed to be successful. SEN training forms part of the staff meeting and INSET day
programme. The staff also have access to online training resources that allows them to keep up to
date with the latest developments. There is also a culture of sharing skills among staff who have
specialist areas of interest, alongside a wide range of reading materials and resources in school.
The SENCO attends the local authority SENCO network meetings when they take place, in order to
keep up to date with local and national agendas. The SENCO also attends meetings with the other
SENCOs from the Godalming confederation. We have established strong relationships with
professionals in health and social care.

How will equipment and facilities to support children with special educational needs be secured?

The school buildings are all on a single level and there are very few steps. Ramps provide access to
the front of the school and through the hall towards the playground and quiet area. The school
has electric doors, ramps, and a disabled toilet. In some classrooms we have a sound field support
system to support pupils with hearing difficulties. Parents of children who have physical
difficulties are always allowed to drive onto site to drop off/pick up their children. Where outside
agencies recommend the provision of physical equipment, this will be provided by the school
from its own budget, as long as the cost is not prohibitive. On the rare occasions that high cost
items are recommended, the SENCO and/or Home School Link Worker will work to access
additional streams of funding.

What are the arrangements for consulting parents of children with special educational needs, and
involving such parents in, the education of their child.

Our school has an open door policy and continually seeks to engage parents in the education of
their children. The Chandler news informs parents of forthcoming events and feedback, alongside
this the school website which has up to date information for all. Parents have the greatest insight
into how their child sees the world and although we place pupil voice at the front of our decisions,
often the children will rely on parents to articulate what they are feeling. All decisions are made
collaboratively with parents and school. Parents of children with EHC plans are actively involved
with the construction and review of their child’s SEN Support Arrangements and EHC plan. This
document clearly sets out the nature of the child’s difficulties and outlines what school and
parents are going to do to help the child progress towards meeting desired outcomes. Where a
child has significant needs, but no EHC plan, the target area of the SEN Support Arrangement
document will be filled in and shared with parents to help bring the child forward in their learning.
Formal pupil progress meetings take place in Autumn and Spring terms during which parents and
children (together) meet with the child’s class teacher to review progress and discuss areas for
development. Our school has a small, but active, Friends of Chandler School who would welcome
new members with open arms. In addition, a number of parent volunteers come into school
regularly to listen to readers. We also have parent governors who take an active role in the overall
running of the school, including financial management and whole school improvement.

What are the arrangements for consulting with pupils with special educational needs about, and
involving them in, their education?

Pupil voice is at the heart of our SEN practice. As a first step, children with significant SEND work
with their best known adults to complete a Fact File, which seeks to capture their views as to their
strengths, difficulties, and how we can best help them. This is then viewed by any adult who
works with the child to enable them to support in a way that feels most comfortable to the child.
We aim for all children with EHCPs to contribute to their annual reviews, and build towards




attending them. For children who find this difficult, we encourage the use of technology or
artwork to bridge this gap.

What are the arrangements made by the governing body relating to the treatment of complaints
for parents of pupils with special educational needs concerning the provision made at the school?

Parents who have complaints with regard to SEN provision are encouraged to discuss their
concerns with the class teacher first. If the issue is not resolved to their satisfaction, then they
should then make an appointment to see the school SENCO. Should parents feel that their
concerns have not been adequately dealt with by the class teacher and SENCO, they should then
contact the Head Teacher. At any point, parents may contact the school’s SEN governors,

via the school office. The school’s Complaints Policy can be found on the school website; paper
copies can be requested via the school office.

How does the governing body involves other bodies, including health and social services bodies,
local authority support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of pupils with
special educational needs and in supporting the families of such pupils?

The school has access to a variety of Education, Health and Social Care agencies, to which children
with special educational needs can be referred, once parental permission has been obtained. If
requested to do so, Sarah Dutton, our Home School Link Worker, can also carry out an Early Help
Assessment, which is used when children and families may need support from a wide range of
local agencies. A full description of the EHA can be found at https://www.surreycc.gov.uk

Who can | contact if | need further support as a parent of a child with special educational needs?

In the first instance, please contact your child’s class teacher. If you then need additional help, you
are also most welcome to contact the school’s SENCO and/or Home School Link Worker. All school
personnel can be contacted via the school office:

Telephone: 01428 683071

Email: office@chandlerjunior.school

You can also find links to many support services via the local authority’s local offer website

In particular, parents may wish to contact Surrey SEND Information, Advice and Support Services
(SSIASS), who offer free, impartial, confidential and independent information, advice and support
to parents/carers of children with special educational needs and disabilities aged 0-25. Their
service is statutory and is available to all Surrey parents. SSIASS can be contacted by telephone
(01737 737300), email (SSIASS@surreycc.gov.uk) or via their website
http://www.surreyparentpartnership.org.uk.

What are the school’s arrangements for supporting pupils with special educational needs in
transferring between phases of education?

We have a very good induction programme to welcome new pupils. We offer parent and child
visits and tours to the school prior to application, and additional meetings with parents if a place
is offered. An information meeting is held each June for the parents of all year 2 children who are
transferring to The Chandler in the following September. Infant pupils spend time at The Chandler
prior to starting. Members of staff including the Head, Deputy, Phase leaders, SENCo, Teachers
and LSAs meet to discuss any pupils that will be attending. We have strong relationships with the
staff at our main feeder schools (Milford Infants and Witley Infants). Our Teachers and LSAs also
visit the feeder schools in the lead up to transition in the Summer Term of year 2. Where we feel
transition may be difficult we offer extra visits. We have a ‘buddy’ system for all pupils, whereby
the year 5 pupils meet their ‘buddy’ during transition day in the Summer Term and spends time
showing them around the school. We also have ‘meet the teacher’ time for parents to come into
school in the first few weeks of term. Where children have an EHCP, we always welcome the
opportunity to attend their year 2 annual review. For some pupils moving to secondary school we
provide additional transition group as required in line with what is on offer at the new setting. All
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information on pupils is passed on, and where necessary outside agency support is provided to
make transition as smooth as possible. Written handover forms, completed by the SENCO and/or
Home School Link Worker and/or year 6 teaching team are forwarded to all relevant secondary
schools in the summer term prior to transfer. All year 6 pupils participate in classroom sessions,
during the summer term focusing on preparing for transition, and spend at least one day in their
new schools. When considered necessary to ensure a successful transition, the SENCO will also
arrange for SEN and/or other vulnerable pupils to make additional visits to their new secondary
school. Where parents are undecided about which school to apply for, our HSLW will visit schools
with them to help them to make an informed decision.

In addition to what we, as a school, are able to offer our pupils with special educational needs, the
local authority has also published its ‘local offer’ online at www.surreylocaloffer.org.uk This
website contains a great deal of information about services (mainly in Surrey) relating to special
educational needs, disabilities, Education, Social Care, Health and more.




